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Kentucky’s Jervontius Stallings works the angles to be able to read his phone last summer. SCOTT UTTERBACK/COURIER JOURNAL 


Players not immune from social media’s unique challenges 


Jon Hale 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LEXINGTON, Ky. - Kentucky football’s 2017 
season was rarely boring. 

But almost as often as Mark Stoops’ players 
were making headlines for heartbreaking losses 
or thrilling victories, the Wildcats were drawing 
attention for their online interactions. 

“Anybody can say whatever the heck they 
want, obviously,’ Stoops told reporters with a 
laugh after one incident. “Look at you guys. Any- 
body can say anything. Just whatever. It’s what 
the world is, right?” 

Assistant coach Lamar Thomas threw his “Ls 
down” as an apparent jab at rival and former em- 
ployer Louisville in a photo posted at a charity 
event. Linebacker Courtney Love began an enter- 
taining Twitter relationship with the famous mu- 
sician of the same name. Running back Benny 
Snell posted a video to Snapchat of himself set- 
ting fire to a newspaper’s preseason rankings he 
did not like. 

And those stories happened before the season 
even started. 

Fan videos showed linebacker Jordan Jones 
spitting toward the Southern Miss crowd and 


“It’s just part 
of our life and 
part of their 
life now, so 
we always 
touch on 
social media. 
We don’t 
dwell on it. It 
is what it is. 
Our guys 
understand 
that, but it 
doesn’t mean 
they’re 
perfect.” 

Mark Stoops 


Kentucky football coach 


Louisville takes down No. 2 Notre Dame 


linebacker Denzil Ware using a trash can to hit a 
Louisville player. Wide receiver Lynn Bowden 
took to Twitter to complain about his role in the 
offense and a week later tweeted from the locker 
room after being ejected for targeting. 

Wide receiver Blake Bone posted a video on 
SnapChat bemoaning the offense not throwing 
the ball enough and Ware blasted former player 
Max Godby for critical comments, going as far as 
to tweet the products of Frito-Lay, Godby’s cur- 
rent employer, were “trash just like you.” On the 
eve of senior day, captain Nick Haynes tweeted a 
series of messages criticizing coaches for being 
“all about the check.” 

It was only fitting then that the season ended 
with Snell going viral on Twitter as fans, media 
and celebrities alike blasted officials for his con- 
troversial ejection from the Music City Bowl. 

Kentucky does not have the market cornered 
on social media drama. 

As social media continues to become a larger 
part of our everyday lives, college athletes are not 
immune from its unique challenges. Add in NCAA 
rules, recruiting concerns, personal branding and 
athletes’ online actions can come with even big- 
ger consequences. 


See SOCIAL, Page 7A 


Gov. Matt Bevin and state Medicaid 
Commissioner Stephen Miller pushed 
the plan. MICHAEL CLEVENGER/CJ 


Bevin’s 
Medicaid 
work plan 
to get OK 


Federal officials say they 
will approve proposal 


Deborah Yetter 


Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. - Kentucky ap- 
pears on the verge of winning approval 
for Gov. Matt Bevin’s proposal to re- 
shape the state’s Medicaid plan after 
federal authorities announced Thurs- 
day that they will approve rules requir- 
ing some people on the government 
health plan to work or volunteer. 

The U.S. Centers for Medicaid and 
Medicare Services (CMS) announced 
early Thursday it will authorize “com- 
munity engagement” requirements 


See MEDICAID, Page 6A 


Convict in 
girl’s 1992 
killing 
released 


Justin L. Mack 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


INDIANAPOLIS - One of the four 
women convicted of beating, burning 
and killing 12-year-old Shanda Renee 
Sharer in 1992 was released Thursday 
from prison on the 26th anniversary of 
the girl’s body being found. 

Mary Laurine “Laurie” Tackett, 43, of 
Madison, Ind., was released shortly af- 
ter midnight, according to officials from 
the Indiana Department of Correction. 

Tackett, who was 17 at the time of the 
killing, was charged as an adult and 


See SHANDA, Page 8A 
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Rain, then ice, snow. 2A 
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Debt still dragging down members of Generation X as 
millennials, baby boomers make strides. 1B 
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Cardinal women win 100-67 Thursday night in front of 
a season-high crowd of 12,614 at the Yum Center. 1C 
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